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Speakers

Assembly Member Dennis Gabryszak

Assemblyman Dennis Gabryszak represents the 143rd Assembly District, which includes the town of Cheektowaga, the town of Lancaster and the villages of Depew, Lancaster and Sloan. He was elected to the Assembly in November 2006. He won the seat previously held by Majority Leader Paul D. Tokasz, who retired. 

As Cheektowaga Town Supervisor, Dennis fought to keep taxes stable, streamline the permit process and devise a five-year financial plan, earning him the 1995 AM-Pol Eagles Citizen of the Year award in the field of government. Dennis prided himself on running an open and responsive local government, and he’s taken that attitude with him to Albany. 

When the Berger Commission threatened closure of Cheektowaga’s St. Joseph Hospital in 2008, Dennis hand-delivered over 3,000 community signatures to the governor’s deputy secretary for health care. By preventing the hospital’s closure, Dennis helped save hundreds of jobs, and helped ensure that thousands of Western New York families can continue to depend on the quality health care St. Joe’s provides so close to home. 

During tough economic times in 2009, Dennis was able to secure nearly $180,000 in funding for infrastructure improvements to the Anne Reinstein Memorial Branch of the Cheektowaga Public Library. In addition, Dennis delivered $3,500 to the South Line Fire Company for new training equipment and $2,500 for the Doyle Fire Company to support volunteer firefighters. 

Dennis was honored with the New York Farm Bureau’s 2009 Circle of Friends Award for his dedication to Western New York’s farming and agriculture. The Farm Bureau is the state’s largest general farm advocacy organization, and its award is based on the lawmaker’s voting record on issues of importance to New York agriculture. 

In June of 2009, Dennis was named Chair of the Legislative Task Force on University-Industry Cooperation. The task force polices significant investments of state funds in research and development at universities, facilitating better cooperation between industry and institutions of higher learning. 

Dennis studied business management at the University at Buffalo, business administration at Erie Community College and attended Bishop Ryan High School in Buffalo. Dennis has been married for 32 years to his wife Louise and has two children, Brian and Jennifer.
W. David Penniman

W. David Penniman Ph.D. has held tenured academic as well as administrative positions at the University at Buffalo and the University of Tennessee during the past decade. Prior to that he served as president and CEO of the Council on Library and Information Resources (an operating foundation funding research in library automation and other related issues), was a director at AT&T Bell Laboratories in charge of internal information systems including a large automated library network and internal database system, and was Vice President for Research and Planning at OCLC. He has worked as a research scholar in the computer sciences group at the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis in Austria and as an information scientist and manager at Battelle Memorial Institute.

His professional activities include previous service as Chairman of the Board of Engineering Information, Inc.; president of the American Society for Information Science and Technology (ASIS&T) and member of the board of advisors for the Getty Information Institute. In addition to membership in ASIS&T he is a senior member of the IEEE and a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

He has published over 60 articles and book chapters and presented workshops and conference talks throughout the United States and abroad as well as serving as a consultant to senior management involved in library and information service implementation and operation.

Martin Babinec

Martin Babinec is both a noted Silicon Valley entrepreneur and a native/current resident of Upstate New York. His Founder’s Purpose Statement provides highlights of what prompted him to launch Upstate Venture Connect.

In 1988 Babinec founded TriNet HR Corporation, a provider of payroll, benefits and human resources outsourcing solutions that has grown to serve more than 8,000 small businesses customers throughout the U.S. and Canada. He served as CEO from the company’s inception until 2008 and Chairman through 2009. He remains active in the company as a Director and industry advocate.

In building TriNet, Babinec’s activities concentrated on market positioning, growing sales, team leadership, strategic development and investor relations - including leading TriNet through five rounds of private equity financing and six acquisitions. He has been prominent in the growth of the HR outsourcing industry, serving multiple terms on the Board of Directors for the National Association of Professional Employer Organizations (NAPEO), and continues in an active public policy development role as founder and Chair of NAPEO’s Grassroots Leadership Network.

Mr. Babinec has published more than 30 articles and given an even greater number of public presentations on topics ranging from entrepreneur and company development, leadership, human resources management, outsourcing and regional economic development to name a few. He serves on the Board of Directors of Chequed.com, is a member of the international Entrepreneurs' Organization (EO) network, and a recipient of the Silicon Valley Entrepreneur of the Year award. He has also served as a guest lecturer at the University of California-Berkeley, and with the Stanford Graduate School of Business, which has profiled TriNet in a case study for academic research into high-growth, equity-financed companies.

Prior to founding TriNet, Mr. Babinec enjoyed a successful career in human resources management with the Navy Exchange, an international retailer. During that time he resided in Japan and Italy where he managed all facets of human resources with an emphasis on international labor relations.

Mr. Babinec received his bachelor's degree in business administration from Shippensburg University, and has previously held the accreditation of Senior Professional in Human Resources (SPHR) through the Human Resources Certification Institute.

Janet McCue
Ms. McCue is the Associate University Librarian for Teaching, Research, Outreach, and Learning Services at Cornell University and will reflect on her work to achieve the greatest extension of the libraries value.

Early in her career, McCue headed a technical services unit, hired the first Metadata Librarian at Cornell, and led the development of technical services workstations for staff.  More recently, McCue was in charge of the Albert R. Mann Library and directed a variety of projects, including a major renovation and a fund development campaign.  In her new role as AUL, she is responsible for all the campus libraries in the Cornell system.

McCue is on the Board of the Cornell-Sathguru Foundation and The History Center, and is a PI on several digital library projects. She is the recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship (1996) and more recently, the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service (2009)  Like the 19th century librarian and naturalist, McCue believes that “librarianship offers a better field for mental gymnastics than any other profession.”

Panelists

Barbara Drago

Ms. Drago is the Assistant Vice Chancellor for Business, Industry and Workforce Development at the State University of New York System Administration.  

Ms Drago chairs the Business and Education Leadership Cooperative activities, the SUNY/cIcu Portal Project for SUNY System Administration and most recently helped initiate the start-up of the New York Roundtable on Innovation.
In her present capacity, Ms. Drago works toward strengthening the strategic role and goals of SUNY’s Business and Industry Relations and is responsible for assisting in the development of strategic partnerships and collaborative efforts with SUNY’s 64 campuses, business and industry clusters, business and economic development associations, unions, and federal, state and local agencies.  Ms. Drago, ever the advocate, is a very strong champion for education at every level to serve individual, community, business and economic needs. 

Before her appointment at SUNY, Ms. Drago worked extensively on economic development programs and served as statewide Director of the Technical Development and Manufacturing Organizations within the New York State Science and Technology Foundation. She also served as the statewide Director of the NYS Small Business Advocacy Services and was also Acting Director for NYS Work & Family Resource Center for Empire State Development.  

Past and current affiliations include: two United Nations programs - the International Year of the Child and the International Year of the Older Persons serving on the Executive Committee; the New York State Small Business Development Center Advisory Board; the New York State Women’s Advisory Council; Executive Member to the Modforum (an affiliate association of NIST); served as chairperson to the Governor’s Economic Summit for Women (3 years); Governor’s Commission Honoring the Achievements of Women; the New York State Department of State Licensing Advisory Board; the Task Force for Military Bases in NYS, Workforce Development Advisory Board; member of the Advisory Council for Cornell University’s Human Ecology College and The Interagency Small Business Taskforce and the Governor’s Small Business Taskforce.

Brian McMahon

Brian McMahon has served as the full time Executive Director of the New York State Economic Development Council since January 1, 2000. Prior to that he served as the Director of Economic Development and Manufacturing for The Business Council of New York State, Inc. 

NYSEDC is the principal organization representing more than 900 economic development professionals, which include the leadership of Industrial Development Agencies, Empire Zones, Local Development Corporations, commercial and investment banks, underwriters, bond counsels, utilities, chambers of commerce and private corporations. The purpose of NYSEDC is to promote the economic development of the state and its communities; encourage sound practices in the conduct of regional and statewide development programs; and, develop education programs that enhance the professional development skills of NYSEDC members.

NYSEDC also leads NY’s marketing activities for the biotech sector. Through its subsidiary NY Loves Bio, NYSEDC coordinates trade show, external communications, and public policy activities to expand and market NY’s life science strengths and assets nationally and internationally.

Brian McMahon is a director of the New York Business Development Corporation, the Council of Development Finance Agencies, and has served on numerous community boards, including the Wilton Wild Life Park and Preserve and the Albany YMCA.

Brian McMahon grew-up in Corning, New York, and graduated from SUNY-Albany in 1977 with a degree in Political Science. He resides in Saratoga Springs, New York with his wife Kim.

Margaret Moree

Maggie serves on the Business Council's government affairs team as a director of federal affairs and provides policy and advocacy support in the areas of health care and health insurance, workers' compensation and unemployment insurance, government reform, education and workforce, and contract procurement. 

Maggie has served in a variety of capacities in state government prior to joining the Business Council, with ten years of service at the New York State Department of Labor, most recently as Deputy Commissioner for Federal Programs overseeing the divisions of unemployment insurance, workforce development and employment services.  Her public service includes twelve years with the New York State Senate for members from western NY and the Hudson Valley, as well as a special assistant for local government relations in the office of Deputy Secretary to the Governor.  While serving in the legislature her policy areas included education and school aid; transportation funding; health care and insurance; and labor and workers’ compensation.  Maggie is the chair of the Village of Athens Planning Board and a member of the Zoning Review Commission, which is developing recommendations to provide the first update in twenty years to the village’s zoning code.  

She is a graduate of New York University and resides in the Hudson Valley. 
