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John J. Faso

Mr. Faso’s experience focuses on local, state and federal political and government advocacy in the healthcare, energy, transportation, financial services and insurance industries.

Mr. Faso, who was elected to the New York State Assembly in 1986, served as Minority Leader between 1998 and 2002. In the Assembly, he gained a reputation as a proponent of fiscal responsibility and budget reform.  He began his career on the professional staff of the U.S. House of Representatives, Intergovernmental Relations subcommittee.  He worked on the funding formulae for such programs as General Revenue Sharing and the Countercyclical Assistance Act.  From 1983-86, he served as Commissioner of New York’s Legislative Bill Drafting Commission.  The Commission is charged with the drafting and technical review of all bills and resolutions introduced into the state legislature. 

In 1994, Mr. Faso was asked by then Governor-elect George E. Pataki to chair his budget transition team.  In that capacity Faso supervised the staff of the state division of the budget in formulating the initial budget proposal on behalf of the newly elected Governor, closing a $5 billion deficit.  Mr. Faso then became Ranking Minority Member of the Assembly Committee on Ways and Means and in 1998, became Minority Leader of the state Assembly.  Mr. Faso stepped down as Minority Leader in 2002 when he announced his candidacy for state comptroller, an election he lost by a narrow margin in the tightest statewide race in New York that year. Mr. Faso was the Republican candidate for Governor of New York in 2006.

Mr. Faso holds a J.D. from Georgetown University, and a B.A. from the State University of New York at Brockport, 1974.  He is admitted to practice in New York State and the District of Columbia.  He serves as a Director, at Central Park Credit Bank in New York City, and received a Presidential Appointment to serve as a Trustee of the James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation in Washington D.C.  Mr. Faso was a delegate to two Republican National Conventions and served as a member of the Buffalo Fiscal Stability Authority.

Among the many honors in his distinguished career, Mr. Faso received the Distinguished Public Service award, from the 1997 Nelson A. Rockefeller College of Public Affairs & Policy, and was named the 1996 Guardian of Small Business by the National Federation of Independent Business.

Bernard Margolis

Bernard A. Margolis began serving as New York State Librarian and Assistant Commissioner for Libraries in January 2009.   Reporting to the Commissioner of Education, Mr. Margolis administers the New York State Research Library and the Division of Library Development. In partnership with the state’s 73 public and school library systems, the State Library delivers library services to 19.5 million people served by New York’s 7,000 academic, public, school and special libraries.

The New York State Research Library serves as the state’s official Law Library and Medical Library holding over 20 million items in its rich and comprehensive collections. Significant holdings include early Dutch records and New York State history, Lincoln’s first draft of the Emancipation Proclamation and Washington’s draft of his famous Farewell Address. The New York State Library is the only state library to be elected to membership in the Association of Research Libraries representing the premier research libraries in North America.

The New York State Library Division of Library Development is responsible for administering a system of state and federal support for libraries of every type. Included is the annual administration of over $98 million in grants and support including $14 million for library construction.

Mr. Margolis came to the State Library from his previous post as President of the Boston Public Library (BPL), Boston, Massachusetts, where he served from 1997 to 2008. The Boston Public Library is the oldest municipal public library in the country, with 27 neighborhood branches. The Library’s collections of over 34 million items include the library of President John Adams, Shakespeare’s first folio, Gutenberg’s Catholicon, and many other unique and rare materials.

Mr. Margolis’ achievements as Boston Public Library president include expansion of branch library hours; appointment of a children’s librarian in every branch; creation of a nationally recognized Homework Assistance Program and online tutoring program; implementation of Reading Readiness to prepare preschoolers for school success; creation of local history centers in branch libraries; creation of the award-winning Norman B. Leventhal Map Center and the development of a collection conservation program. Under Mr. Margolis’ leadership, Boston Public Library secured millions in federal funds for technology improvements and many foundation grants, designated gift funds, and major bequests.  He led the effort to restore and renovate the historic central library building and established a critical repair fund, allowing the Library to address building and equipment repairs in a timely manner.

Mr. Margolis holds a BA in Political Science and an MA in Librarianship, both from the University of Denver.  His library experience includes management and executive positions in libraries and library systems in Colorado, Michigan and Massachusetts. Prior to moving to Boston, he served as Director/CEO of the Pikes Peak Library District in Colorado Springs from 1988 to 1997.

Mr. Margolis’ service includes a number of positions within the American Library Association including service as an elected member of the governing Council, leadership in the Association of Research Libraries, service as a professional delegate to the White House Conference on Libraries, and service on the boards of library organizations in Massachusetts, Colorado, and Michigan. He has served on the editorial boards of the Journal of Library Administration and Bottom Line: The Magazine of Library Financial Management. He has contributed to several books and has published articles in American Libraries, Public Libraries, and Library Journal.

Robin Schimminger

Robin Schimminger was born in North Tonawanda, New York, on September 17, 1947. He graduated from Cardinal O'Hara High School in the Town of Tonawanda and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree at Canisius College in Buffalo, where he was inducted into the DiGamma and Alpha Sigma Nu Honor Societies. Mr. Schimminger also studied at Ireland's William Butler Yeats International School of Literature and the University College, Dublin. He received his Juris Doctor degree from the New York University School of Law, where he was awarded the Jack Kroner Medal. He was subsequently admitted to the New York Bar.

Before his election to the State Assembly in 1976, Mr. Schimminger was elected twice (1973 and 1975) to the Erie County Legislature where he served as chairman of the Public Health Committee.

Mr. Schimminger was named the first chairman of the new Assembly Standing Committee on Small Business in 1985 in recognition of his accomplishments as chairman of the former Subcommittee on Small Business from its inception in 1980 through 1984. He continued to chair the Small Business Committee until 1997, at which time he was named to chair the Assembly Standing Committee on Economic Development, Job Creation, Commerce and Industry. He has sponsored and played key roles in enacting numerous measures strengthening the state's economic development policies, improving its tax and regulatory climate, modernizing workforce training programs, enhancing coordination of the state's economic development efforts, and encouraging the development of new businesses and the creation of new jobs.

Assemblyman Schimminger also demonstrated his commitment to job growth and economic development with his Omnibus Procurement Act, which maximizes the opportunity for in state firms to do business with New York State. His Linked Deposit Program, an innovative low interest loan program for small and medium sized businesses which has been singled out for national recognition by the U.S. Small Business Administration, has been credited with keeping or creating thousands of jobs in New York State.

Mr. Schimminger has also served as a member of the joint Legislative Commission on Government Administration (formerly the Commission on Economy and Efficiency in Government), which he previously chaired. In that capacity, he originated and developed legislation establishing a framework of safeguards against fraud, waste and abuse in state government which ultimately became the landmark Internal Audit and Control Act. The statute, which requires that modern accounting and auditing procedures be employed to safeguard the public's state tax dollars, is now also being used as a model by local governments across New York State.

In all, Mr. Schimminger has more than 300 state laws to his credit. Among Mr. Schimminger's many legislative accomplishments are the "toxic torts" law changing the statute of limitations in toxic exposure cases, and laws reforming the insanity defense, requiring first aid for choking information to be posted in restaurants, and outlawing voyeuristic videotaping of individuals in private situations. He also authored the "'Under 21' Driver's License" to aid in reducing alcohol sales to minors. His Equal Access to Justice Act works to discourage arbitrary and capricious actions by state agencies by allowing individuals of modest means, small businesses and not for profit corporations to recover the legal costs of fighting state fines and actions found to be without substantial justification.

Mr. Schimminger also authored a "smart growth" law encouraging the reuse of existing facilities and sites for business relocations and expansions; the Revised Model Trademark Act, modernizing New York's outdated trademark laws; and legislation strengthening an individual's right to authorize organ donation, thereby increasing the number of New Yorkers who may benefit from "the gift of life."

In addition to chairing the State Assembly Committee on Economic Development, Job Creation, Commerce and Industry, Mr. Schimminger serves on the Codes, Health, and Ways and Means Committees in the State Assembly. He is Assembly Chair of the State Legislature’s Western New York Delegation and is one of two State Assembly representatives on the New York State Workforce Investment Board. Mr. Schimminger is a member of the Council of State Governments, serving on its Intergovernmental Affairs Committee and on the Executive Committee of the Council’s Eastern Regional Conference.

Mr. Schimminger has also served on the boards of numerous civic, community, educational and cultural organizations. He is a co founder of the Buffalo Dortmund Sister City Committee. He presently serves on the Board of Directors of Junior Achievement of Western New York.

Married to the former Melinda Downey, Mr. Schimminger resides with his wife in Kenmore, New York.

William Stachowski

Senator William T. Stachowski, Democrat, was born in Buffalo, New York, on February 14, 1949.  He attended St. Bernard’s Roman Catholic Grammar School and Bishop Ryan High School, where he graduated with honors (Bishop Brzana Chapter). During his four years in high school, he was a three letter man with honors in baseball, football and basketball, including being the captain of the basketball team in his junior and senior years.  He was named Scholastic Athlete of the Year in 1967.

Senator Stachowski attended the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester Mass., where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science. Additional courses included history, philosophy, civil rights, English, classics and economics.  He graduated in 1972.

His extracurricular activities were centered around the college football team.  As a senior he was elected captain of the varsity team and received the James Davit Award as the outstanding member of the defensive secondary.  He was also selected as a second team defensive back on the All-New England squad in 1971.

Senator Stachowski’s past selected work experience includes a role as a teacher/counselor at St. Ann’s Roman Catholic School in Buffalo.  The Senator was also an assistant football coach at St. Francis High School in Athol Springs.  He also assisted his father in the management of the family retail liquor store.

Bill Stachowski was named to the Erie County Legislature (3rd District) on December 26, 1974, to fill a vacancy left by Dennis Gorski who moved to the State Assembly.  He served in the Legislature until November 20, 1981, when he replaced then Senator Raymond Gallagher (56th District).  He is presently the representative of the 58th District in the State Senate.  His political involvement consists of membership in the Erie County Democratic Party (1967 to present), and Goin’ South Democratic Club

The Senator is a member of many organizations. Including the Southtowns Walleye Association; Erie County Fire Chief’s Mutual Aid Organization; Friends of the Buffalo River; Everywoman Opportunity Center; the Child Care Coalition; Buffalo and Erie County Naval and Servicemen’s Park; Buffalo Bills Monday Quarterback Club; the Charles Burchfield Nature & Art Center, the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, and the Cheektowaga Chamber of Commerce.  He is also a past board member of the Buffalo Hearing and Speech Center, the S.P.S. Health Care Advisory Board and a former trustee for St. Mary’s School for the Deaf in Buffalo.  He is a Charter Member of the South Buffalo Community Table Century Club and volunteers with Skating Association for the Blind & Handicapped. 

He was the 1990 recipient of the New York State Sheriff’s Award, “Friend of Law Enforcement”, and the 1993 recipient of the Hilbert College Fellows Medal.  Other awards include the 1988 Legislator of the Year Award from the Southtowns Walleye Association; the 1993 Am-Pol Eagle Newspaper Citizen of the Year (Politics); the 1995 Political Award from the Region #9 United Auto Workers; and the 1996 Community Service Award from the Neighborhood Information Center, along with the General Pulaski Association 1999 Community Service Award.  He was the 2007 Honoree of the NYS Rifle & Pistol Association.

Senator Stachowski is Co-Chairman of the Mayor’s Anti-Flipping Task Force, and sits on the the Ilio DiPaolo Scholarship Committee, and the Western New York Delegation Hydro Re-Allocation Committee.  He is a former Director for the Hunter’s Hope Foundation, and currently serves as a member of the Foundation’s Community Advisory Board.    Senator Stachowski was inducted into the J.F.K. Touch Football League Hall of Fame in 1997, and was a 1999 inductee into the Western New York Softball Hall of Fame.  He is also a volunteer Football Coach at St. Francis High School in Athol Springs, New York.  

Besides his standing committee assignments, he was appointed to the Legislative Commission on the Development of Rural Resources, the NYS Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus and the planning committee for the future Buffalo Film Commission.  

Senator Stachowski serves as Assistant Majority Leader for House Operations.  Standing Committee Assignments 2009:  Chairman: Commerce, Economic Development & Small Business; Finance; Rules; Agriculture; Insurance;  Investigations & Government Operations; Labor; Racing Gaming & Wagering.
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